Laparoscopic repair of a recurrent chronic traumatic diaphragmatic hernia.
Traditionally the approach to a long-standing traumatic diaphragmatic hernia has been a closure of the diaphragmatic defect via a thoracotomy. The evolution of minimally invasive surgery has allowed surgeons to challenge many of the traditional approaches. Herein we describe the first reported case of laparoscopic repair of recurrent chronic traumatic diaphragmatic hernia as well as review the current literature on minimally invasive surgery for traumatic diaphragmatic hernia. With proper advanced laparoscopic skills and techniques laparoscopic diaphragmatic herniorrhaphy for a chronic and recurrent defect is a safe and viable option.